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before it by the ministers.    Its duties were to express
the wishes of the people on these proposals.    It had
no power of originating legislation, and it could not
touch the budget, which was reserved for the Senate.
But as the nation acquired more political education,
Michael intended  to extend its political rights and
even grant it a free press.    Another and much more
democratic measure  he attempted without success.
A graduated income-tax is unknown in countries far
more advanced  than was  Servia  thirty years  ago.
But Prince Michael, conscious of the grievous injus-
tice of the existing poll-tax, which had hitherto been
levied  on  rich  and  poor  alike, endeavoured to in-
troduce the  principle of payment in proportion to
income.    The result   showed  the futility of such a
scheme in the then state of public morality, for the
returns  sent  in were  constantly falsified.    Michael
abandoned the  scheme, and  substituted for it the
method of taxing each district at a certain sum, to be
collected by the local  authorities from those who
were best able to pay it    The introduction of the
decimal system and the issue for the first time of a
distinctive  Servian coinage  completed  his  political
and economic reforms.

It was to Michael, too, that Servia owed the first
attempt at military organisation. Hitherto the
Servian armies had been mere conglomerations of
individuals, admirably adapted for a guerilla warfare
among the mountains, but without discipline, and
badly armed. The Prince knew the valour of his
subjects, and saw that they only required to be
properly drilled and equipped to become efficient